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resources. Lorraine is mostly rugged, and has limited agricultural pos-
sibilities. However, it has important forests and valuable minerals.
The salt deposits near Chateau Sabines have been mined since ancient
times, and today serve as the basis for an important chemical industry.
By far the greatest resource is iron ore, for Lorraine contains 46 per
cent of the valuable iron ore reserves of Europe. Around the mines
have grown up important industrial centers specializing in the produc-
tion of pig iron and crude steel. As a result of the World War, France
added materially to her industrial strength by getting the iron, deposits
and the mills and furnaces of the section of Lorraine formerly held
by Germany.

The only mineral wealth of Alsace consists of the potash deposits
near Cernay. These are the second largest deposits of this mineral in
the world, and large amounts are exported from Strasbourg. However,
Alsace is primarily agricultural. The protected climate and fertile soil
lead to the intensive growth of the vine, tree fruits and tobacco, and
excellent pasturage on the slopes of the Vosges supports many cattle.
Here dairying is important, and considerable numbers of sheep were
once raised. The wool led to the development of a textile industry
which has since changed to cotton. Alsace possesses 2,000,000 cotton
spindles, and Mulhouse and Colniar are the leading textile centers.
Strasbourg is an important manufacturing and commercial city. Al-
though located on the 111 a few miles from the Rhine, it is the chief
Rhine port of France. It also controls important routes to the west by
way of the Zabern Pass, and is connected with the Marne and the
Seine by canals.

THE JURA-ALPS REGION

The Alps and the Jura form effective barriers along the Swiss and
Italian borders. Both are portions of the young Alpine Fold. However,
they are characterized by diversity, nearly every type of mountain
scenery and mountain formation being represented. Topographic and
climatic differences lead to human differences which are most inter-
esting.

The southern Alps extend to the Mediterranean, and aid in giving
to the Riviera one of the most magnificent coast lines to be found
throughout the world. Near the coast pine forests clothe the slopes,
but a short way in from the shore the mountains become a jumble of
gray or brown treeless slopes and narrow valleys. Here poor soil sup-
ports a scrubby growth of Mediterranean evergreens. In the most fer-